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of all, history itself, is nothing but a succession of triangular
arguments. The hereditary properties of successive series explain
what happens. Hence dvilization naturally divides itself into three
episodes: the Oriental stage ("thesis"), the Classical ("antithesis"),
leading up to the higher synthesis of the Teutonic or, as we now
say. Nordic civilization. This has all that is best and brightest in
both. The cogency of the sequence has been amply confirmed
by recent events which have shown us how many virile charac-
teristics of the earliest Oriental civilizations can be incorporated
in the higher synthesis.

Theologians and politicians, who have reinforced their argu-
mentative technique by a training in the intricate phallic sym-
bolism of argument conducted on these lines, are equal to most
emergencies. The dialectic gathers into its own higher synthesis
the principal advantage of every preceding variety of mysticism.
Once you have convinced yourself that the universe is wound
up by the Absolute, you can enjoy the advantage of believing
that your mistakes are inevitable and that everything will turn
out for the best in spite of all the ineptitudes avoided by pains-
taking study of how we behave like human beings. Besides this
you need not have the decency to apologize to those you have
abused when you find that you have been wrong.

According to the Hegelian view every social unity inevitably
brings forth its own "contradiction" in a process of endless change.
Since Hegel himself was a Conservative, and the social unities
which he expounded in his lectures on world history were races
or nations, we can well imagine the relish with which his rebel-
lious pupils might, in the words of Marx who was one of them,
"coquette" with a metaphor so well adapted to dramatize revo-
lution; and we need not suppose that Marx was not aware of what
he was doing. The inner necessity of the dialectic which supposedly
guarantees die overthrow of the employing class rests on the
identification of history with the reasoning process as a corollary of the
belief that ultimate reality is mental In other words the dialectic is a
purely idealistic device which has no relevance to any creed which
is essentially behaviouristic, as are the views which. Marx sets forth